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COVID-19 3/31 Update 
  
Globally 
Total cases – 809,608 
Total deaths – 39,033 
  
In the United States 
Total cases – 165,874 
Total deaths – 3,173  
  
Administration 

• President Donald Trump called on Congress to pass a measure providing $2 trillion for 
U.S. infrastructure as a way to create jobs amid the coronavirus outbreak. 

o “With interest rates for the United States being at ZERO, this is the time to do 
our decades long awaited Infrastructure Bill,” Trump tweeted on Tuesday. “It 
should be VERY BIG & BOLD, Two Trillion Dollars, and be focused solely on jobs 
and rebuilding the once great infrastructure of our Country!” 

• The White House is expected to reissue federal coronavirus guidelines sometime today, 
which may feature some slight adjustments, according to an administration official.  

o Trump announced Sunday that he would extend the federal guidelines another 
month. 

o Trump told aides it would be better to ease the guidelines earlier than expected 
rather than have to extend them yet again.  

• President Donald Trump considered a national stay-at-home order to combat the 
coronavirus, but said it’s “pretty unlikely.” 

o “We’ve talked about it,” he said at a White House news conference on Monday. 
Some parts of the country “are frankly not in trouble at all,” the president said. 

o “If we do that, I will let you know, but it’s pretty unlikely, I would think, at this 
time,” Trump said. 

• President Donald Trump said the U.S. might expand the travel ban affecting Europe and 
China as well as several other countries to include additional nations as the U.S. extends 
its effort to prevent the spread of coronavirus. 

o “They’ll be staying and we may add a few more,” Trump said at a White House 
press conference Monday. “But the guidelines will be very much as they are, 
maybe even toughened up a little bit. But they’re having a big impact, they’re 
having a tremendous impact.” 

https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/1245000074167541761?s=20
https://www.cnn.com/2020/03/29/politics/trump-coronavirus-press-conference/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2020/03/29/politics/trump-coronavirus-press-conference/index.html
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• President Trump and Italy’s Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte discussed their efforts to 
combat the coronavirus in a call, according to a readout from the White House. 

o Trump reiterated a commitment by the U.S. to work with Italy and European 
allies to halt the spread of the virus  

• U.S. Energy Secretary Dan Brouillette will hold a discussion with Russia Energy Minister 
Alexander Novak about the plunge in global oil prices. 

o The two will explore ways in which “the world’s largest producers can address 
volatility in the global oil markets during this unprecedented period of turmoil,” 
U.S. Energy Department says in a statement 

• The Marine Corps said Monday it is temporarily halting the arrival of all new recruits to 
its boot camp in Parris Island, S.C., due to the threat of the coronavirus. Training of 
existing recruits at the facility will continue 

• Glenn Fine, acting inspector general at the Defense Dept, will oversee the economic 
stimulus package, according to a statement. 

o Fine will oversee the funds provided under the $2 trillion economic stimulus bill  

• FCC readying $200m telehealth program enabled by stimulus legislation in response to 
virus pandemic, commission says in statement. 

o Also proposes final rules for a connected care pilot program that would provide 
up to $100m over three years to help eligible health-care providers with the 
costs of providing telehealth services to patients 

• Montana Gov. Steve Bullock raised the lack of supplies including both personal 
protective equipment and testing capabilities on a phone call with President Trump and 
other governors, a source familiar tells CNN. 

o The New York Times first reported that Bullock, a Democrat, told Trump 
"officials in his state were attempting to do 'contact tracing' — tracking down 
people who have come into contact with those who have tested positive — but 
they were struggling because 'we don’t have adequate tests.'” 

o According to the Times, Trump responded saying, “I haven’t heard about testing 
in weeks,” and told the governors “We’ve tested more now than any nation in 
the world. We’ve got these great tests and we’re coming out with a faster one 
this week.” He added, “I haven’t heard about testing being a problem.” 

• The U.S. Treasury Department issued instructions on how airlines and small businesses 
can apply for a share of the $500 billion in coronavirus-related aid that President Donald 
Trump signed into law last week. 

o The guidelines, released on Monday night, include details for airlines seeking 
payroll support. The pandemic rescue program authorized Treasury Secretary 
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Steven Mnuchin to provide $25 billion to passenger airlines , $4 billion for cargo 
air carriers and $3 billion for contractors in payroll support 

• The FCC will continue to provide subsidies to low-income phone and broadband users 
under its Lifeline program at least through May 29 so that no one loses service during 
the new coronavirus crisis. “Our priority right now is keeping Americans connected to 
broadband and phone service when they need it most,” Pai said in a statement. 

• Hospitals will be able to care for Covid-19 patients in same-day surgery centers, hotels, 
dorms, and other locations, under changes announced yesterday by CMS. The agency 
said it is temporarily waiving regulations to give hospitals “maximum flexibility” to 
respond to the coronavirus pandemic. Hospitals will also be able to increase their 
staffing capacity under the waivers, which may be key if physicians begin falling ill, and 
will be able to use telehealth for additional services, 

• The Transportation Department proposed allowing passenger airlines to consolidate 
flights to a single airport in cities with more than one to help them cope with the 
coronavirus fallout. 

• In places with multiple airports, “carriers would not need to maintain service to all such 
airports, but would be able to consolidate operations at a single airport serving the 
point,” DOT said in order issued Tuesday 

o DOT directive proposes how it will approach ensuring airlines will maintain air 
service in the U.S. in exchange for a share of $60 billion allocated to support the 
aviation sector under the stimulus package 

o Law enacted Friday gives DOT Sec. Elaine Chao the authority to require airlines 
to continue service to places they were flying to as of March 1  

o DOT seeks comments by April 2 

• The Federal Reserve is opening up another avenue for stressed-out foreign central 
banks to get access to US dollars during the coronavirus crisis. 

o The new emergency program, announced today, is part of the Fed's sweeping 
efforts to keep credit flowing to American businesses and households despite 
the severe economic shock inflicted by the pandemic. 

o The US central bank said the new temporary repurchase agreement (repo) 
facility will let foreign central banks swap US Treasuries for US dollars. Those 
greenbacks can then be transferred to local banks in need of cash. 

• U.S. govt health experts are actively discussing whether all people should wear masks in 
public amid the coronavirus pandemic, HHS’s asst. secretary for health, Brett Giroir, tells 
Fox News. 

https://www.bgov.com/core/downloadable_assets/attachment/2552/1309505776?analytics%5Bsuid%5D=f4ke
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/monetary20200331a.htm
https://www.cnn.com/2020/03/23/business/federal-reserve-emergency-recession/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2020/03/23/business/federal-reserve-emergency-recession/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2020/03/31/economy/us-economy-coronavirus/index.html
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/files/monetary20200331a1.pdf
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o Giroir, who says he’s not ready to give his opinion on the matter yet, says issue is 
whether people who have Covid-19, but are not experiencing symptoms, can 
protect others by wearing a mask 

o “I think we’ll have a consensus opinion very, very soon about that,” he says  

• Separately, Anthony Fauci tells CNN that the White House virus task force will be 
discussing wider use of masks  

o Fauci says there’s still a shortage of masks and commercial ones should be 
prioritized for health-care workers 

• The US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention continues to monitor data around 
the coronavirus pandemic and could put out new recommendations on the use of face 
masks — if the guidance warrants, US Surgeon General Dr. Jerome Adams said during 
an appearance on "Fox & Friends" today. As of now, Adams said there is not enough 
data to recommend that the public wear masks. 

o "There may be a day when we change our recommendations — particularly for 
areas that have large spread going on about wearing cotton masks — but again, 
the data's not there yet," Adams said. "We're continuing to follow it. CDC's 
looking at it and will put out new recommendations if the guidance warrants." 

• The US Department of Homeland Security's National Operations Center has 
temporarily moved to an alternate location after an employee tested positive for 
coronavirus, according to a source familiar with the situation. Deep cleaning of the 
office is expected to be completed in the next couple days, the source said.  

o “We can confirm there is a case within the National Operations Center at St. 
Elizabeth’s campus," a DHS official confirmed to CNN 

• Dr. Anthony Fauci told reporters on Monday that it is likely there will be another 
coronavirus outbreak in the fall. 

o “In fact, I would anticipate that that would actually happen,” said Fauci, who is a 
key member of the White House's coronavirus task force. 

o President Trump said he hopes "it doesn't happen" when asked about a second 
outbreak. 

o Trump said the administration was prepared in the event the virus returns after 
a period of fading over the summer, after social distancing measures. 

• A federal employees’ union is suing the government for hazard pay, claiming workers 
have been given inadequate protection against exposure to the coronavirus. In a 
proposed class action filed in the U.S. Court of Federal Claims, the American Federation 
of Government Employees asked for a 25% hazardous-duty pay differential for every 
day federal workers are forced to work near infected materials or patients “without 
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protective devices that afford complete protection.” According to the lawsuit, the 
proposed class may include over 100,000 government workers 

• Airlines will be required to propose up-front how the federal government could retain 
financial stakes in their companies in exchange for a share of $61 billion in coronavirus 
aid designated for the industry, according to guidelines released by the Treasury 
Department. 

o The assistance is aimed at helping U.S. carriers stay afloat and continue to pay 
workers, as companies struggle with a near 90% drop in passenger traffic 
because of the widening pandemic. 

o Instructions for applying for aid were posted by the Treasury late Monday, just 
days after President Donald Trump signed the $2.2 trillion stimulus package into 
law. 

• Hospitals, as “an absolute last resort,” can put two Covid-19 patients on a single 
ventilator, the HHS said in an open letter. 

o The Department of Health and Human Services gave hospitals the go-ahead as 
they prepare for the possibility of not having enough ventilators to care for all 
the patients who are struggling to breathe while sick with Covid-19, the disease 
caused by the new coronavirus. 

o Hospitals should first use other types of ventilators—like those used for 
anesthesia, transporting patients, home use, and sleep apnea—prior to co-
venting patients, HHS Assistant Secretary for Health Brett Giroir and Surgeon 
General Jerome Adams said in the letter released Tuesday. 

• HHS today accepted 30 million doses of hydroxychloroquine sulfate donated by Sandoz, 
the Novartis generics and biosimilars division, and one million doses of chloroquine 
phosphate donated by Bayer Pharmaceuticals, for possible use in treating patients 
hospitalized with COVID-19 or for use in clinical trials. (HERE) 

• CMS sent a letter to the nation’s hospitals on behalf of Vice President Pence requesting 
they report data in connection with their efforts to fight COVID-19. (HERE) 

• The Office for Civil Rights (OCR) at the U.S Department of Health and Human Services 
(HHS) is issuing a bulletin to ensure that entities covered by civil rights authorities keep 
in mind their obligations under laws and regulations that prohibit discrimination on the 
basis of race, color, national origin, disability, age, sex, and exercise of conscience and 
religion in HHS-funded programs, including in the provision of health care services 
during COVID-19. (HERE) 

• The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services has announcing an expansion of its 
accelerated and advance payment program for Medicare participating health care 

https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/optimizing-ventilator-use-during-covid19-pandemic.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/03/29/hhs-accepts-donations-of-medicine-to-strategic-national-stockpile-as-possible-treatments-for-covid-19-patients.html
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/trump-administration-engages-americas-hospitals-unprecedented-data-sharing
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/03/28/ocr-issues-bulletin-on-civil-rights-laws-and-hipaa-flexibilities-that-apply-during-the-covid-19-emergency.html
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providers and suppliers, to ensure they have the resources needed to combat the 
Coronavirus. (HERE) 

• FDA is issuing this guidance to provide a policy to help expand the availability and 
capability of sterilizers, disinfectant devices, and air purifiers during this public health 
emergency. 

• FDA is issuing guidance to provide restaurants and food manufacturers with flexibility 
regarding nutrition labeling so that they can sell certain packaged foods during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. (HERE) 

  
CV4 

• The White House and congressional Democrats are preparing for a fourth round of 
economic stimulus to get the U.S. through its coronavirus outbreak, even while they’re 
still arguing over the $2 trillion measure President Donald Trump signed Friday. 

o White House officials have compiled lists of requests from government agencies 
totaling roughly $600 billion, according to people familiar with the matter. The 
proposals include more state aid as well as financial assistance for mortgage 
markets and the travel industries. 

• Pelosi said Monday she is aiming to have a bipartisan bill ready to vote on when the 
House returns from recess after April 20. 

• House Speaker Nancy Pelosi told reporters on Monday that Democrats are “collecting 
information, taking inventory” on what might be needed in another round of stimulus. 
She also indicated states and local governments need more federal assistance, and said 
there could be further direct payments to everyday Americans. 

• There already appears to be appetite building in the Senate for another round of relief. 
o “If the crisis continues for substantially longer I have no doubt that the Congress 

will have to act again,” Texas Republican Senator Ted Cruz said Monday on 
Bloomberg Television. 

• House Speaker Nancy Pelosi tells New York Times in an interview that the next stimulus 
package should roll back the cap on state and local tax, or SALT, deductions, that 
affected high earners in New York, N.J. and California. 

o “We could reverse that for 2018 and 2019 so that people could refile their taxes” 
and receive more money from the government, Pelosi tells NYT 

• House Energy and Commerce Chairman Frank Pallone said on the Democrats’ call that 
the supply chain for protective equipment for medical personnel is stretched and the 
shortages may not be completely alleviated by the last stimulus. 

o Pallone added that the next bill may create a federal point-person for the 
medical equipment supply chain and a database. 

https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/trump-administration-provides-financial-relief-medicare-providers
https://www.fda.gov/media/136533/download
https://www.fda.gov/media/136469/download
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB163
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB127820
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/Q814OB6JTSE9
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB393
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o He said providing free treatment for Covid-19 and expanding access to Internet 
broadband and clean water also will be priorities for Democrats in the next 
congressional response to the coronavirus pandemic. 

• Education and Labor Chairman Bobby Scott said Democrats want to mandate that the 
Occupational Safety and Health Administration set enforceable standards for guarding 
against airborne diseases for health care workers and expand regulations to cover more 
workers, including individuals working at grocery stores and other essential businesses. 

o “It is clear we need to do more and that is particularly true in the case of 
protecting health care workers and front-line responders,” Scott said. 

• On Monday’s call, Pelosi also said she wants the next bill to have another round of 
direct cash payments for individuals, and these payments could be larger than the last 
round. 

o Last week’s bill provided direct payments of $1,200 for each adult and $500 for 
each child, with the payment phasing out for individuals making more than 
$75,000 per year and couples making more than $150,000. 

o Those without income, or with income solely from government benefits, like 
seniors on Social Security, are eligible. Individuals making above $99,000 and 
couples making more than $198,000 receive no payment. Checks are expected 
to go out in April. 

• Pelosi said Democrats will again attempt to increase food stamp benefits, expand 
family leave for those caring for covid-19 patients, include pension guarantees, and 
propose infrastructure projects. 

• House Speaker Nancy Pelosi suggested states governments will get a federal bailout 
under the next stimulus package that she’s working on amid the coronavirus fallout. 

o “We want to have more money for state and local government,” the California 
Democrat says on a conference call with reporters, adding most items in the 
fourth economic-relief package will be incremental except infusions for states 

o The District of Columbia would be treated like a state 

• House Democrats plan a caucus-wide call Friday afternoon to discuss ideas for the new 
bill. The House is not expected to return to Washington for votes before April 20, but 
could return if there is a need to pass legislation, Majority Leader Steny Hoyer told 
lawmakers Monday. Pelosi said she didn’t expect agreement on a bipartisan bill before 
April 20. 

• Trump said early Monday that he’s considering hazard pay for health care professionals 
in a subsequent bill. He said Sunday that he’s assigned the Treasury and Labor 
secretaries to work on restoring a tax break for corporate restaurant spending that was 
repealed as part of his 2017 tax overhaul. Such a change stands to benefit the 

https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB539
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB163
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president’s company, the Trump Organization, which rents space to restaurants at many 
of its resort properties. 

• U.S. Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell says pandemic-related U.S. Treasury 
bonds are an interesting idea, Reuters reports, citing a radio interview. 

o McConnell also says he will have to wait and see if another coronavirus stimulus 
bill is needed 

• U.S. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi says remote voting will not be an option when it 
comes to taking up a fourth bill to address the Covid-19 pandemic. 

o Also tells reporters that the House is looking at possibly holding hearings during 
the current recess, which is set to last through at least April 20 

  
Capitol Hill  
  

• Democrats are angry that the president issued a statement Friday saying he’d gag a 
new inspector general intended to watchdog the distribution of $500 billion in aid to 
companies. Several White House aides were unhappy that Treasury Secretary Steven 
Mnuchin agreed to the oversight in the first place, according to two people familiar with 
the matter. 

• House Armed Services Committee postpones markup of the fiscal 2021 defense 
authorization bill in order to practice social distancing over the coronavirus pandemic, 
chairman Adam Smith says in statement. Panel was scheduled to write the bill in a 
marathon session on April 30; a new date hasn’t been announced 

• Maine’s congressional delegation including Sen. Susan Collins (R), who is in a tough 
reelection race, is pleading with the Navy to issue guidelines that would protect the 
workers at private shipyards, such as Bath Iron Works.  

o “We are dealing with a highly contagious and deadly pandemic unlike anything 
our country has faced in over a century, and private shipyards are working to 
simultaneously maintain contractual obligations while complying with critical 
state and local public health orders,” the congressional delegation wrote to 
acting Navy Secretary Thomas Modly on March 27. “Therefore, we believe the 
Navy should take aggressive actions to ensure the health of the shipyard 
industrial base workforce is not put at undue risk as governments at all levels 
work to halt the spread of COVID-19.”  

• Speaker Nancy Pelosi said the nation must move to a vote-by-mail system amid the 
ongoing coronavirus crisis and that she plans to advocate funding for that in the next 
stimulus measure. 

https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB1752
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB163
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB558
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB1761
https://www.king.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/maine-delegation-calls-on-the-navy-to-extend-covid-19-worker-protection-guidelines-to-private-shipyards-like-biw
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB163
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o “In terms of the elections, I think that we will probably be moving to vote by 
mail,” Pelosi told MSNBC’s “Morning Joe” program Tuesday. She called it “a 
reality of life” amid the outbreak. 

• House Speaker Nancy Pelosi was advised that her contact with New York Rep. Nydia 
Velazquez, who was diagnosed with presumed coronavirus, represented a “low risk” of 
her also contracting covid-19. 

• Democrats in both chambers praised the appointment of Fine to serve as the head of a 
new coronavirus accountability oversight committee. Fine has a reputation as an 
independent leader, and will be responsible for investigating potential fraud, waste, and 
abuse in the government’s response, according to statements from Senate Minority 
Leader Chuck Schumer (D-N.Y.) and House Oversight and Reform Chairwoman Carolyn 
Maloney (D-N.Y.). 

• Rep. Josh Harder, a California Democrat, is asking Treasury Sec. Steven Mnuchin to 
provide details about how quickly individuals will receive direct payments passed into 
law last week. 

o Harder requests that Mnuchin provide details about how quickly the payments 
will be processed and how the IRS plans to communicate with the public about 
the payment distributions in a letter sent Monday 

o He also requests details about when loans to small businesses would be made 
available 

• House Democrats are calling on the White House and Republican lawmakers to stop 
calling Covid-19 the “Chinese virus” because it is stoking bias and attacks on Asian 
Americans, House Democratic Caucus Chairman Hakeem Jeffries says. 

o “Words matter particularly when they come from the President of the United 
States of America,” says Jeffries in a video press conference,“It is our hope he 
will cut it out” 

o Democratic Rep. Grace Meng of New York says she has introduced a House 
resolution condemning coronavirus-related anti-Asian behavior and has 130 co-
sponsors 

• The Capitol Visitor Center and House and Senate office buildings will be closed to the 
the public though May 1, according to statement. 

o Members, staff, press and visitors on official business will have continued access 
to the Capitol facilities, according to joint statement from the House and Senate 
Sergeant at Arms 

• Democratic Sen. Bob Menendez is pushing to have his legislation that would allow the 
Fed to buy municipal debt included in a potential fourth coronavirus rescue package, 
according to a congressional aide.  

https://harder.house.gov/sites/harder.house.gov/files/Mnuchin%20Stimulus%20Payment%20Letter%20FINAL.pdf
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 Menendez introduced a bill earlier this month that would amend the Federal 
Reserve Act to allow the U.S. central bank to purchase municipal bonds under 
“unusual and exigent circumstances” 

• Sen. Ed Markey (D-Mass.) sent a letter late last week to the administrator of the 
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services to expand coverage of telehealth to include 
audio-only telehealth services, and not require an audio-video connection. “No 
Medicare recipients should be denied telehealth access at this perilous time simply 
because they lack video-conferencing capabilities,” he wrote.  

• Democratic senators say they remain concerned that Verily, the Google sister company 
that launched a coronavirus screening site in California, has yet to provide a full 
accounting of what it plans to do with the data it collects from the portal. In a letter 
dated today, lawmakers led by Sen. Bob Menendez (D-N.J.) say that "several questions 
remain" about whether Verily will use the information for commercial purposes, sell it 
to third parties or to comply with privacy laws.  

• A bipartisan group of 19 senators is asking the Trump administration to hold off on its 
plan for the USMCA to go into effect on June 1. In a letter to Lighthizer , Senate Finance 
Committee members emphasized that the deal should not enter into force until it is 
clear that all three countries are fully in compliance.  

o "Even absent the pandemic, a June 1 deadline would be highly aggressive, and 
raises questions as to whether businesses have the information they need to 
adjust to the new rules and comply by that date," wrote the senators, led by 
Finance Chairman Chuck Grassley (R-Iowa) and ranking member Ron Wyden (D-
Ore) 

  
State/Local 

• Washington, DC has become the latest location to issue a stay-at-home order, according 
to a statement from the Mayor Muriel Bowser's office. 

o According to the order, all DC residents may only leave their home for essential 
activities like buying food and medical care. Essential workers are exempt from 
the order. 

• Maryland Gov. Larry Hogan (R) said today he has signed an order instituting a state-at-
home directive.  

o Maryland Gov. Larry Hogan issued a stay-at-home order for his state that went 
into effect at 8 p.m. ET on Monday night. Violating the order carries a penalty of 
up to a year in jail or a fine not to exceed $5,000.   

• Virginia Gov. Ralph Northam (D) today also ordered all residents to stay home except to 
get food, supplies, health care, or for work. 

https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/Q7I5TBT1UM0X
https://www.markey.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Letter%20Telehealth%20Audio%20Only.pdf
http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=4edf1e5abbbc34c5520c122f71a8784f1ce0c9e2c8af05973ba9ce75152290a401f1b31c18b80ffe0f988f81fb99dc70
http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=4edf1e5abbbc34c5520c122f71a8784f1ce0c9e2c8af05973ba9ce75152290a401f1b31c18b80ffe0f988f81fb99dc70
http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=4edf1e5abbbc34c552e0c9962954c07948631fb678440cc5392a990d75207cd02f7eb66eb99717ca80ef4db1e9bd1da8
http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=23b841ff1073ace84e35022ff44104ad536d1644f579648a08ade50fa9bae87f0d059b8ac55b0efd5dedbdd19d1025f2
http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=23b841ff1073ace8a39551d93f43ce1db6b4f8908fad66b6280d4178a6e9102b8fbb84d578c19db51b6e459f0a4ae711
http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=23b841ff1073ace8c64bfa3382bbe3b89b4af259ea5074e6445bb66a29f2e64d874eccffe7591d4bb6034687b63ea160
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• San Francisco Bay area residents will be sheltering in place until May 1, San Francisco 
Mayor London Breed says. 

o Six counties and the city of Berkeley will be extending order 

• New York City tenants would be permitted to use existing security deposits to pay their 
April rent under a proposal from local officials to help ease the financial hardships 
caused by the pandemic. Under the plan, tenants may use security deposits as rent for 
the month, with renters who opt into the program given 30 days to pay the money back 
or elect to obtain an insurance option. “Renters need stability and certainty,” a draft 
letter to Cuomo from the borough presidents of Manhattan and Brooklyn and two 
members of the City Council said, 

• llinois Gov. J.B. Pritzker, Chicago Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot, the US Army Corps of 
Engineers and FEMA announced plans to temporarily convert part of the McCormick 
Place Convention Center into a care facility for Covid-19 patients experiencing mild 
symptoms who don’t require intensive care. 

• New Jersey Gov. Phil Murphy said today that he originally asked for 2,300 ventilators 
from the federal government. CNN has previously reported that 300 ventilators from 
the federal stockpile are on their way to the state. 

• California is calling on health care professionals, including medical students and the 
recently retired, to step up to help treat coronavirus patients. 

o In preparation for a surge in Covid-19 patients, Gov. Gavin Newsom announced a 
new website where health care workers can sign up and get matched to the 
need in their area. 

• Prince George’s County in Maryland has opened a screening facility at FedEx Field, the 
home of the Washington Redskins. 

• Rhode Island Gov. Gina Raimondo announced Monday that schools will be closed 
through the end of April. 

o Raimondo also said any household with a cell phone and plan from AT&T, 
Verizon, T-Mobile, and Sprint will be able to access hotspot service for free until 
May 18.  

• A federal judge in Texas is blocking for now an executive order that mandates that 
abortion clinics postpone elective surgeries, including abortion, during the Covid-19 
pandemic. 

o The court found that the order — as interpreted by the state’s attorney general 
— violates the Constitution by “effectively banning all abortions before viability.” 

o The court’s order comes after Texas Gov. Greg Abbott issued an order last week 
mandating that licensed health care facilities including abortion providers 
postpone all surgeries and procedures that are not medically necessary. 
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• Arizona’s Doug Ducey is the latest governor to order his citizens to stay at home unless 
they have to be out for essential business. 

o "Today, I'm announcing that the time for further action is now,” Ducey said at a 
news conference on Monday. The new order goes into effect at 5 p.m. Tuesday. 

o Ducey encouraged people to continue to engage in outdoor activities using social 
distancing. He also said it’s important that people stay in touch with one 
another.  

• Gun stores in Los Angeles will be allowed to open after days of back and forth over 
whether they are an essential service. 

o California is subject to a state-wide stay-at-home order, meaning only essential 
services can remain open. The order also applies to Los Angeles, the largest city 
in the state. 

o The problem is, not everyone agrees about what counts as an essential service. 

• Hawaii has introduced strict new measures, requiring those who travel between the 
state's eight major islands to self-isolate for 14 days, Gov. David Ige announced. 

o The order goes into effect on Tuesday and will last through at least April 30. 

• All farmers markets in Los Angeles will be temporarily suspended, Mayor Eric Garcetti 
announced at a news conference today. 

o The city will require all farmers markets to submit plans immediately that 
enforce physical distancing and ensure safe operations. Garcetti explained that it 
will likely result in one entrance and one exit with people safely lined up to 
enter. 

• Maryland Governor Larry Hogan, who serves as the head of the National Governors 
Association, said Monday he has requested that “half of the next stimulus package go to 
states.”“No one in the country has enough gear,” Hogan said at a press conference 
Monday. “Every governor in America is concerned about that.” 

• The U.S. Federal Emergency Management Agency is sending 250 ambulances to New 
York City, staffed by 500 paramedics and medical technicians to help its fire department 
respond to an unprecedented number of medical calls. 

• As of Tuesday morning, 1,193 employees of the New York Police Department — 1,048 
uniformed members and 145 civilian members — have tested positive for coronavirus, a 
law enforcement source tells CNN.  

  
International 

• Trade ministers from G-20 governments pledged to increase the flow of vital medical 
products amid the coronavirus pandemic, but a virtual meeting among the officials on 
Monday stopped short of denouncing export restrictions. 



 
  

COVID-19 3/31 UPDATE 
  
 

 

o Top trade officials said in a joint statement that they "will take immediate 
necessary measures to facilitate trade in those essential goods." They also 
promised, similar to a G-20 leaders' statement last week, that any emergency 
measures to restrict trade in medical goods "must be targeted, proportionate, 
transparent, and temporary." 

o The trade ministers included additional language, promising any emergency 
measures would "not create unnecessary barriers to trade or disruption to global 
supply chains, and are consistent with WTO rules."  

• The Italian government will move to extend all coronavirus containment measures until 
at least Easter Sunday, on April 12, the Ministry of Health told CNN 

• Paris Orly airport will stop commercial flights today at 5 p.m. ET (which is 11 p.m. local 
time) according to the Chief Executive Officer of Orly Airport, Augustin de Romanet. 

o Speaking on RTL, a French radio station, Romanet said that Orly was “confining 
but not closing Orly airport.” He continued by saying that the airport would 
remain open for “medical flights, special flights, government flights and aircraft 
diversions.”  

• China will delay its national college entrance examination by a month, the education 
ministry announced Tuesday, as many schools remain closed nationwide due to the 
novel coronavirus outbreak. 

• Mexico's secretary of foreign affairs, Marcelo Ebrard, has declared a "health 
emergency" for the whole country as it battles the coronavirus outbreak. 

o Deputy health minister Hugo Lopez-Gatell announced an “immediate 
suspension” of all non-essential activities including all public, private and social 
sectors from now until April 30. 

• French President Emmanuel Macron has promised to give 4 billion Euros to Sante 
Publique France, a public health agency, to purchase masks and ventilators. 

o Macron, speaking at a mask production factory in Saint Barthélemy d’Anjou, 
went on to stress the importance of production of masks in France 

• Panama's President Nito Cortizo has announced that men and women will only be able 
to leave their homes on separate days as part of the country's measures to fight 
coronavirus. 

o The new restrictions mean women can go outside on Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays, while men will be allowed out on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays, 
Cortizo posted on Twitter on Monday. 

o "On Sundays, everyone will have to stay at home," he added. 

• South Korea is to restart its school year with online classes beginning on April 9, the 
Ministry of Education announced Tuesday. 

https://twitter.com/NitoCortizo/status/1244777354016305154
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• Indonesia is to ban most foreign nationals from entering and transiting through the 
country, as it steps up measures to limit the spread of novel coronavirus. 

o Speaking at a press conference, Foreign Affairs Minister Retno Marsudi said the 
restrictions would not apply to work permit holders, diplomats, and other official 
visitors, state-run Antara News Agency reported. He did not specify when the 
restrictions will be implemented. 

• The German city of Jena is to make wearing a mask mandatory in some places, amid 
fears about the spread of coronavirus. 

o In a statement posted on its website Monday, Jena's city hall said that in a 
week's time it would be mandatory to wear mouth-and-nose protection in 
shops, on public transport and in public buildings there. 

  
Private Sector 

• Goldman Sachs Group Inc. expects the U.S. economy to experience a far deeper slump 
than previously anticipated. The world’s largest economy will shrink an annualized 34% 
in the second quarter, compared with an earlier estimate of 24%, economists led by Jan 
Hatzius wrote in a report. Unemployment will soar to 15% by mid-year, up from a 
previous forecast of 9%. 

o The economists, however, now expect a stronger recovery in the third quarter, 
with gross domestic product expanding 19%. 

• Airline passengers around the world are due $35 billion in ticket refunds this quarter, 
according the International Air Transport Association, which represents airlines globally.  

o That sum, due to the drop in airline travel linked to the coronavirus, is “an 
immense amount of money to refund,” the group’s head, Alexandre de Juniac, 
told reporters on Tuesday.  

o IATA said it is asking governments to change the rules to allow airlines to make 
more refunds in the form of vouchers rather than cash. He said the cases where 
airlines are able to provide passengers a voucher for future travel rather than a 
refund is helpful because it can “preserve the cash of the airline.” 

• British Airways has suspended flights to and from London Gatwick airport, the second-
largest in the UK. 

• United Airlines is extending its change fee waiver until the end of April, according to a 
notice on its website. 

o United says customers will be able to change their travel plans for any flight that 
is booked between now and April 30, no matter what the actual scheduled date 
of travel. The company had already announced that all flights scheduled to 
depart through May 31 can be changed without fees. 

https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/Q81T36DWRGG8
https://www.united.com/ual/en/us/fly/travel/notices.html#ChangeFeeTerms


 
  

COVID-19 3/31 UPDATE 
  
 

 

• Southwest Airlines will cut its schedule by 40% between May 3 and June 5 in response 
to the coronavirus outbreak. 

o The airline said the cuts addressed lower passenger demand, operational 
disruptions and suspension of international service, according to a news release. 

• Ford will produce 50,000 ventilators in Michigan over the next 100 days, the company 
announced today.  

o This is the second ventilator partnership the automaker will produce with GE. 
Production is expected to start the week of April 20 at a Ford plant in Ypsilanti, 
Michigan, with the capacity to produce 30,000 ventilators per month if needed.  

• The Augusta National Golf Club, home of the famed Masters golf tournament, has 
announced a $2 million donation to two entities in Augusta, Georgia. 

o According to a statement from Fred Ridley, chairman of the Augusta National 
Golf Club and the Masters Tournament, half of the donation will fund Augusta 
University's coronavirus testing effort with the other half gifted to a local 
emergency relief fund. 

• Facebook said it will spend $100 million to help shore up local news organizations 
battered by worsening economic headwinds amid the pandemic. “Local journalists are 
being hit especially hard, even as people turn to them for critical information to keep 
their friends, families and communities safe,” Campbell Brown, Facebook’s head of 
global news partnerships, said in a blog post yesterday. 

• Designer clothing rental company Rent the Runway is laying off retail staff during the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

• Disney executives are taking a pay cut because of the coronavirus pandemic, the 
company's CEO Bob Chapek said in an email to employees on Monday.  

o Bob Iger, the company's executive chairman, will forgo all of his salary while 
Chapek, who was named CEO in February, said that he would taking a 50% pay 
cut. Chapek added that other Disney executives would have their pay cut by 20% 
to 30% depending on title. 

• Kohl's will keep stores closed until further notice and furlough its staff, the company 
said in a release Monday. 

o Kohl’s originally planned to stay closed until at least April 1. The retailer now says 
it will extend that time frame to "protect the health and safety of our customers 
and our associates." 

• Restaurateurs are looking to Congress to fill the gap for businesses that had business 
interruption insurance policies but haven’t been able to use them to cover Covid-19 
claims. Many of those policies require a property to have suffered physical damage and 
some contain explicit exclusions for losses tied to viruses. 

https://www.swamedia.com/releases/release-ef2d2554a8415e551d02c019850442f8-flight-schedule-revised-may-3-june-5
https://www.bgov.com/core/companies/app/#!/11092218
https://www.facebook.com/journalismproject/coronavirus-update-news-industry-support
https://www.cnn.com/2020/02/25/media/bob-iger-bob-chapek-disney-ceo/index.html
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20200330005643/en/?enowpopup
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20200330005643/en/?enowpopup
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o Sean Kennedy, executive vice president of public affairs of the National 
Restaurant Association, said the group may intensify calls for the federal 
government to create a federally-backed business interruption insurance 
program. The group supports creating a $100 billion initiative, akin to safeguards 
established for the airlines after the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, that could 
be used to pay for coronavirus and other future pandemic-related claims. 

• The next stimulus bill should be heavy on infrastructure spending with the construction 
season approaching, and it should include raising the federal gas tax to pay for it, said 
Ray LaHood, a Republican and former transportation secretary under President Barack 
Obama who promotes infrastructure funding through the Building America’s Future 
coalition. 

• The American Hotel & Lodging Association is pushing lawmakers to lift a cap on small 
business loans that was set at 250% of monthly payroll last week. The trade group wants 
the threshold raised to 400% of operating costs -- a sum it says is needed so that owners 
can both pay employees and pay off their debts as travel business slowly returns. 

• Tori Emerson Barnes, executive vice president of public affairs and policy for the U.S. 
Travel Association, said expanding the loan amount would “help folks retain 
employees.” 

• Wind and solar developers are asking for more time to get projects in service and still 
collect the full value of renewable energy tax credits that are set to begin phasing down 
next year 

• Some renewable advocates are asking Congress to allow companies to take direct 
payments from the Treasury in lieu of the existing tax credits, an approach that was 
used after the financial crisis a decade ago. They say the flexibility is needed as tax 
equity markets dry up, blunting the effectiveness of existing credits used to finance wind 
farms and solar arrays. 

• The nuclear power industry is seeking a 30% tax credit for some expenditures 
converted into grants among other aid, citing “severe financial strain” being 
experienced among utilities and reactor operators, according to the Washington-based 
Nuclear Energy Institute. 

• The trade association representing auto parts manufacturers intends to ask lawmakers 
to provide relief from tariffs on steel and aluminum products as well as imports from 
China, said Ann Wilson, senior vice president of government affairs at the Motor & 
Equipment Manufacturers Association. 

o At a minimum, lawmakers should extend current exemptions to those tariffs for 
one year so that companies that have obtained waivers already don’t have to re-
apply, the association’s president, Bill Long, said in a March 18 letter. 

https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB283
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5247073
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5247073


 
  

COVID-19 3/31 UPDATE 
  
 

 

• Local broadcasters slammed by an abrupt slowdown in advertising say they, too, will 
seek relief in coming legislation. 

o “The carnage in the local ad business is the worst in decades, if not ever,” said 
Dennis Wharton, spokesman for the National Association of Broadcasters. “Some 
radio and TV stations are not going to survive without additional steps.” 

• Health industry leaders expect Congress will need to send billions of dollars more to 
hospitals and doctors this year, even before any of the $100 billion in emergency funds 
cleared last week have been doled out. 

o Hospital and doctors’ groups say they’re pushing on two fronts: getting the 
emergency funds to providers right now and persuading lawmakers to provide 
more money. 

 


